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https://fsaid.ed.gov 



FSA ID Username 

FSA ID Password 





Must be  



Need an advanced degree eventually? 

Need an undergrad degree first. 





No need to wait until 18 



Highest cost PA school first.  
Order doesn’t matter after that. 



If a parent is working the mouse, this 
question can be a trap! 



Dependency 
Determination 



Dependency 
Determination 

For guardianship, emancipated 
minor, etc., please be sure to 
have all documentation ready 
and available when the school 
and/or PHEAA requests it.  
Missing deadlines can mean 
missing out on free money. 



https://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/Homeless Education/Pages/default.aspx 

https://directory.center-school.org/homeless/?page=liaison 

https://homeless.center-school.org/about/homeless-liaisons/ 



Emotions can run the gamut 



This is for the student’s parents (know who’s typing) 

All demographic info must match the FSA ID 
(assuming this parent has one) 







 Married filing separately 
 Don’t have an FSA ID 
 Don’t have an SSN 
 Separated/divorced now, but filed jointly in 

requested tax year 
 Parents unmarried and living together 
 Changed marital status after the end of the tax 

year 
 Foreign tax return 
 Tax return and FAFSA addresses don’t match 
 Victims of identity theft 

 
 

 



These are some of the items the student 
and parenet(s) will need to provide 
manually, if unable to use the IRS Data 
Retrieval Tool. 



 Earnings from work (i.e., W-2) 
 Actual child support paid 
 Actual child support received 
 Current value of cash, savings, checking, 

stocks, bonds, CDs, real estate (not primary 
home/farm), other assets 

 Untaxed income sources (includes pre-tax 
contributions to retirement, worker’s comp, 
disability, etc.) 

 Veterans’ non-education benefits 
 NOT untaxed portions of Social Security 
 



DEPENDENT STUDENT 
 
(1) Anyone in the parents’ household received designated means-tested federal 
benefits; e.g., Medicaid, SSI, SNAP, Free and Reduced Price School Lunch, TANF, 
or WIC during 2018 or 2019 
OR 
the student’s parents: 
• filed a 2018 IRS Form 1040, but did not file a Schedule 1, 
• filed a tax form from a Trust Territory, 
• or were not required to file any income tax return; 
OR 
the student’s parent is a dislocated worker. 
AND 
(2) The combined 2018 income of the student’s parents is $49,999 or less. 
(AUTO-ZERO = $26,000 or less) 
 



INDEPENDENT STUDENT 
 
(1) Anyone in the student's household received designated means-tested federal 
benefits; e.g., Medicaid, SSI, SNAP, Free and Reduced Price School Lunch, TANF, 
or WIC during 2018 or 2019; 
OR 
the student and student’s spouse (if the student is married) both 
• filed a 2018 IRS Form 1040, but did not file a Schedule 1, 
• filed a tax form from a Trust Territory, 
• or were not required to file any income tax return; 
OR 
the student (or the student’s spouse, if any) is a dislocated worker. 
AND 
(2) The student’s (and spouse’s) combined 2018 income is $49,999 or less. 
(AUTO-ZERO = $26,000) 
Not eligible for auto-zero if no dependents other than spouse. 







The new website combines 
content and features from 
StudentLoans.gov, 
fsaid.ed.gov, and 
nslds.ed.gov 



Questions? 



What’s the big deal 

about 2018 tax returns?  



What’s the big deal? 
 

• It’s not really a big deal if the IRS Data Retrieval Tool was used when filing 
the FAFSA.  

 

• The 2018 Federal 1040 tax return looks considerably different than in years 
past (Some say more complicated). 

 

• When the IRS Data Retrieval Tool is not used, families will need to manually 
pull information from their tax return to complete the FAFSA, so it’s 
important to understand the differences, if helping families.  

 

• If selected for Verification, student/parent may need to a submit federal tax 
return to the Financial Aid Office for review.  

 

• The evaluation of the new 1040 tax return will be more complicated for 
Financial Aid Administrators to review.  



2017 
1040, 1040EZ and 1040A 



• Forms 1040A 
and 1040EZ 
have been 
eliminated.  
 

• Instead, 6 
new 
schedules 
are possible.   
 

• For FAFSA 
and 
Verification 
we need 
1040 and just 
the  
Schedules 1, 
2 and 3.  
 

2018 



Schedules 1, 2 and 3 – Yikes! 



Did the Student/Parent file a Schedule 1?  

• Yes     
           
• No       
         
• I Don’t Know  

https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/ 

https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/


Verification 

• Accuracy Review Process. 

 

• Roughly 30% of all FAFSA are selected by the US Department  of Education.  
 



How to Complete Verification 

• Easiest way to complete verification  
o Use IRS Data Retrieval Tool at FAFSA Completion  

o Submit a Verification Worksheet 

o Don’t you wish all families took the easy route?! 

 

•  The Not as Easy way to Complete Verification  
o When IRS DRT is not used, tax filers must submit either:  

• Federal Tax Return Transcript (www.irs.gov/get-transcript)  

     OR  

• A Signed Federal 1040 Tax Return. 

 

• Non-Tax Filer Requirements  
o Verification of Non Filing Letter (Independent Students/Parents of Dependent Students) 

o W-2’s  

o Other applicable forms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cheat Sheet 
FAFSA Question Where to Find it on 2018 1040/Schedules 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) 1040: line 7 

US Income Tax Paid 1040: line 13 - Schedule 2: line 46 

Untaxed Portion of IRA Distributions and 
Pensions 

1040 lines 4a - 4b. (Exclude Rollover) 

IRA Deductions and Payments  Schedule 1: line 28 – line 32 

Tax Exempt Interest Income 1040: Line 2a 

Education Credits Schedule 3: line 50  



https://www.nasfaa.org/uploads/documents/2020-21_Tax_Transcript_Decoder.pdf 

https://www.nasfaa.org/uploads/documents/2020-21_Tax_Transcript_Decoder.pdf
https://www.nasfaa.org/uploads/documents/2020-21_Tax_Transcript_Decoder.pdf
https://www.nasfaa.org/uploads/documents/2020-21_Tax_Transcript_Decoder.pdf
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https://www.nasfaa.org/uploads/documents/2020-21_Tax_Transcript_Decoder.pdf 

https://www.nasfaa.org/uploads/documents/2020-21_Tax_Transcript_Decoder.pdf
https://www.nasfaa.org/uploads/documents/2020-21_Tax_Transcript_Decoder.pdf
https://www.nasfaa.org/uploads/documents/2020-21_Tax_Transcript_Decoder.pdf


Annual Tax Transcript Decoder 
NASFAA 

NASFAA.ORG 

https://www.nasfaa.org/uploads/documents/2020-21_Tax_Transcript_Decoder.pdf


Questions?  

Dan Wray 

PHEAA 

dwray@pheaa.org  

   

Jacquelyn Fraas 

Robert Morris University  

fraas@rmu.edu  

mailto:dwray@pheaa.org
mailto:fraas@rmu.edu

