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This is the updated contact information for Roundtable Participants:


Attendance:
T
here were 22 folks in attendance at the January 12, 2016, meeting.  Rachael Banks, PSU Greater Allegheny; Ben Brudnock, Wells Fargo; Tyler Butler, Creative Pulsus Digital; Amy Cribbs, AIU3; Sophia Duck, Youthworks;  Wendy Dunlap, PHEAA; Sue Ellen Ganz, Consultant; Stephanie Hendershot, Robert Morris University; Rebecca Kurtz, Pittsburgh Summerbridge; Sarah Loomis, Pittsburgh Technical Institute; Ingrid Lundquist, PSU Talen Search – New Castle HS; Patti McCarthy, Indiana University of PA; Kim McCurdy, PHEAA; Emily Noel, Oakland Catholic HS; Melony Ohalek, Sallie Mae; Jennifer Parsons, Cardinal Weurl North Catholic HS; Sean Riffle, JobCorps;  Lori Rue, Deloje Consulting; Debra Seidenstricker, Penn State Beaver; Debra Smallwood, NLA; Michael White, Slippery Rock University; Rachel Zughaib, Penn State Beaver.  

Old Business:
Legislative Update:
State Budget – there has been a continuing appropriation from the legislature to get some funding released.  As part of this plan, state grant appropriations were cut by 11.5%.  The PHEAA Board of Directors is meeting in the upcoming weeks to determine how this will impact state grant funding and how those funds can be released as quickly as possible to students.  
Minority Transition Committee – Reboot! update:  Lori Rue provided an update to the group.  The committee has produced a brief survey for members to outline the resources they have for minority students at their school or organization.  This list will be compiled and then available on our website and for distribution to members to assist students.  Please complete the following survey (click on the icon below) if you would like to include your program/resource on this resource listing for students.
[bookmark: _GoBack]  [image: ]

College Success Forum:  The 4th Annual CSF will be held on Tuesday, February 2, 2016, at Robert Morris University in Moon Township.  The program will be held from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. in the Sewall Center.  Please register at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CSFregistration2016.  Additional information will be sent to registrants soon.  Feel free to invite your colleagues and anyone who you think would benefit from this program.  
College Goal FAFSA:  Public FAFSA completion sessions will be held throughout western PA.  Our College Goal FAFSA dates are Feb. 20 and 27.  Please see all of the dates and sites along with registration information here: https://www.pheaa.org/college-planning/fafsa/help-events.shtml  
Brashear High School will also be offering some FAFSA Saturdays.  Dates will follow.  

New Business: 
[image: ]Service Project:  Our group will be collecting donations and partnering with NLA (Neighborhood Learning Alliance) to provide resources to students as they transition from high school to college.  Many students don’t have basic school supplies or have everything they need to set up a dorm room or apartment.  If you’re interested in helping, please see the attached flyer.  Items can be brought to the College Success Forum on Feb. 2, to a future Roundtable meeting, or dropped off at the NLA offices.  If you cannot get to one of these locations, please contact Stephanie Hendershot (hendershot@rmu.edu) or Debra Smallwood (smallwood@wireless-neighborhoods.org). 


As mentioned, Debra will follow up with our group regarding the students we are able to assist through our efforts.  Here is a link to a video thank-you from two students, Edisa and Rusi, that Debra helped last year.  Their enthusiasm and gratitude is overwhelming.  I know we can do so much good through this service project.  https://youtu.be/y96wnd6ZmWA
[image: ]
Why Not Us? documentary:  We viewed the Roadtrip Nation/College Board documentary.  Four, first-generation college students travel across the country in an RV, interview leaders across the nation, and figure out it’s okay to be first.  Here is the link to the film https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zidl0jHcZq0 and here is the PDF of the Why Not Us? Viewing guide.


Other Business and Updates to the Group:
Summerbridge Pittsburgh is recruiting 6th graders for their program http://www.sewickley.org/Page/Summerbridge/Become-a-Summerbridge-Student, as well as teaching fellows http://www.sewickley.org/Page/Summerbridge/Summer-2016-Teaching-Fellowship.   Please follow the links above for specifics and applications or contact Rebecca Kurtz at rkurtz@sewickley.org for more information.   
Free SAT Prep:  Pennsylvania State University Pittsburgh Community Recruitment Center is sponsoring a series of Free SAT Prep Workshops for high school juniors.  Please see the attached flyer for more details and registration or contact pghcrc@psu.edu for more information. 


The Wells Fargo Veterans Scholarship Program: Ben Brudnock announced that Wells Fargo is sponsoring $2M in scholarships to veterans.  Please see the attached flyer for more details or visit scholarshipamerica.org/wellsfargovets.  The deadline to apply is February 29, 2016.  


Along with this discussion it was mentioned that our group really doesn’t have a veteran’s advisor presence at our group.  The postsecondary schools that were in attendance said they would reach out to their campus veteran’s folks and invite them to attend our meetings or be a part of our distribution list.  

Patti McCarthy from IUP mentioned she has been elected to the College Board Middle States Council.  If you have any items or concerns for the College Board, she is happy to be the liaison for our group as she attends the regional Forums.  You can contact her at mccarthy@iup.edu.  

Sallie Mae provided the following FAFSA resource handout. 

 




Calendar Items: 
[image: ]
The NACAC College Fair is scheduled for Thursday, February 4, and Friday, February 5.  PASFAA is in need of at least 2 more volunteers for the Thursday evening session from 6:30 p.m. – 9 p.m.  If you are able to assist PASFAA in handing out financial aid literature to students and parents, please contact Laura Papcunik at lpapcunik@francis.edu.  

Future Meetings:
· College Success Forum – Tuesday, February 2, 2016 – 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. – RMU 
· Tuesday, March 8, 2016, 10 a.m. – noon – Indiana University of PA, Northpoint (exit 18 off of Route 28)
· Tuesday, May 17, 2016, 10 a.m. – noon – Pittsburgh Technical Institute, Oakdale, PA
	 
Special thanks to Penn State Beaver and Debra Seidenstricker for hosting our Roundtable meeting.  Thank you for the refreshments and your hospitality!  On behalf of the Roundtable group, we really appreciate you!  Thanks to everyone who attended in the snow!  Looking forward to seeing you again soon!
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Tamyka Abercrombie 


Financial Aid Officer 


Ohio Valley Hosp School of Nursing 


t.abercrombie@ohiovalleyhospital.org 


 


 


Cassandra Allen 


Director K-12 Services 


The College Board 


callen@collegeboard.org 


 


 


Esther Aloia 


Guidance Counselor 


Brentwood High School 


millere@brentwoodpgh.k12.pa.us 


 


 


Rachel Amos 


Director, Center for Student Success 


Point Park University 


ramos@pointpark.edu 


 


 


Warren Anderson 


Associate Provost for Student Success 


Slippery Rock University 


warren.anderson@sru.edu 


 


 


Suzanne Angheloni 


Account Executive 


USA Funds 


suzanne.angheloni@usafunds.org 


 


 


Elaine Ashcom 


Guidance Counselor 


Pittsburgh Science and Tech 6-12 


eashcom1@pghboe.net 


Thomas Ball 


Director, Financial Aid 


Grove City College 


tgball@gcc.edu 


 


 


Rachael Banks 


Admissions Counselor 


Penn State Greater Allegheny 


Rjb54@psu.edu 


 


 


Dave Barkovich 


Dean of Academic Affairs 


North Hills High School 


barkovichd@nhsd.net 


Allegheny Co. Counselors Association 


accaallegheny@gmail.com 


 


 


Erin Barr 


Social Worker 


Career Development Center 


ebarr@careerdevelelopmentcenter.org 


 


 


Anna Bartolini 


Director of Financial Aid 


Rosedale Technical Institute 


anna.bartolini@rosedaletech.org 


 


 


Kerri Bauer 


Guidance Counselor 


Avella Jr/Sr High School 


bauerk@avella.k12.pa.us 


 


 


Tammy Beggs 


Financial Aid Assistant 


Grove City College 


tlbeggs@gcc.edu  


 


 


James Bero 


Undergraduate Admissions 


Robert Morris University 


bero@rmu.edu 


 


 


 







Kathryn Bethea 


Chair 


College Success 101 


Higher Achievement 


kabethea@gmail.com 


 


 


Rhonda Bielawski 


School Counselor 


North Allegheny High School 


rbielawski@northallegheny.org  


 


 


Jarrett Bittner 


Admissions Counselor 


Point Park University 


jbittner@pointpark.edu 


 


 


Chris Bluedorn 


Guidance Counselor 


Ellwood City Area School District 


cbluedorn@ellwood.k12.pa.us  


 


 


Dwight Boddorf 


Director of Veterans Services 


CCAC 


dboddorf@ccac.edu 


 


 


Jenifer Boehm 


Rep. Dom Costa’s Office 


jboehm@pahouse.net 


 


 


Edward Bohna 


Corrections School Principal 


SCI Fayette Dept. of Corrections 


ebohna@pa.gov 


 


 


Kelleigh Boland 


Three Rivers Workforce Investment Board 


kboland@trwib.org 


 


 


Leigh Bove 


Senior Marketer 


Great Lakes 


lbove@glhec.org 


Jeff Brand 


Guidance Counselor 


Woodland Hills High School 


branje@whsd.net 


 


 


Jamie Brandon 


Student Systems Analyst 


Carnegie Mellon University 


jbrandon@andrew.cmu.edu 


 


 


Rhonda Brooks 


Student Services Manger 


NEED 


rbrooks@needld.org 


 


 


Ben Brudnock 


Market Relationship Manager 


Wells Fargo 


benjamin.brudnock@wellsfargo.com 


 


 


Tammy Buffone 


School Counselor 


Homer-Center Jr.-Sr. High School 


tbuffone@homercenter.org 


 


 


Mary Bula 


Project Facilitator/Erie Together 


VP, United Way of Erie County 


mary@erietogether.org 


 


 


Marcus Burkley 


Coordinator, Workforce Development 


Pittsburgh Community Services, Inc.  


marcusb@pghcsi.org 


 


 


Jennifer Burns 


Director of Financial Aid 


Chatham University 


jburns@chatham.edu 


 


 


 


 


 







Shawn Butler 


Director of Programs 


The Pittsburgh Promise 


Shawn@pittsburghpromise.org 


 


 


Thom Butler 


Director of Advancement and Operations 


Philadelphia College Prep Roundtable 


contact@collegepreproundtable.org 


 


 


Tyler Butler 


Creative Pulsus Digital 


tylerbutler@pulsusdigital.com 


 


 


LuAnn Byrnes 


Guidance Counselor 


South Butler Co. School District 


byrnesl@southbutler.net 


 


 


Patricia Cain 


Coordinator 


Latino Family Center 


Patricia.cain@aiu3.net 


 


 


Cindy Caliguire 


Coordinator of Pupil Services 


Montour School District 


caliguirec@montourschools.com 


 


 


Cari Capozza 


High School Counselor 


Frazier High School 


ccapozza@fraziersd.org  


 


 


Linda Capozzoli 


School Counselor  


Brentwood High School 


capozzolil@brentwoodpgh.k12.pa.us  


 


 


Nicole Carrera 


Assoc. Director of Admissions 


Indiana University of PA 


nick@iup.edu 


Elaina Carroll 


Executive Director 


The Princeton Review 


elaina.carroll@review.com 


 


 


Laura Carroll 


Asst. Dir. Of Admis./Multicultural Recruitment 


Slippery Rock University 


laura.carroll@sru.edu  


 


 


Sean Carroll 


Assoc. Dir. Of Admission 


Butler Co. Community College 


Sean.carroll@bc3.edu 


 


 


Breanne Caution 


Associate Director 


University of Pittsburgh 


bcaution@pitt.edu 


 


 


Judy Caves 


Guidance Counselor 


Seton La Salle High School 


cavesj@slshs.org 


 


 


Mollie Cecere 


Associate Director of Admissions 


Point Park University 


mcecere@pointpark.edu 


 


 


Greg Ceravolo 


La Roche College 


gregory.ceravolo@laroche.edu 


 


 


David Cerniglia 


Head English Tutor 


3RPrep 


 


 


David@3RPrep.com 


Rose Cheriton 


La Roche College 


Cheritr1@laroche.edu 


 







Saqib Chowdhry 


Assistant Director of Admissions 


Clarion University 


schowdhry@clarion.edu 


 


 


Gay Clelland 


Guidance Counselor 


SCI Fayette Dept. of Corrections 


gclelland@pa.gov 


 


 


Robert Clemens 


Assistant Director of Financial Aid 


La Roche College 


robert.clemens@laroche.edu  


 


 


Michelle Collins 


Guidance Counselor 


Wilkinsburg High School 


collinsm@wilkinsburgschools.org 


 


 


Megan Colt 


Collegiate Coordinator 


Chartiers Valley High School 


mcolt@cvsd.net 


 


 


Kariny Contreras-Nunez 


Assistant Director of Admissions 


Washington and Jefferson College 


Kcontrerasnunez@washjeff.edu  


 


 


Kevin Corr 


Educational Manager 


The College Board 


kcorr@collegeboard.org 


 


 


Gina Cotton 


Counselor 


Charleroi High School 


gcotton@charleroisd.org 


 


 


 


 


 


Kimberly Cowden 


School Counselor 


West Greene Middle/Senior HS 


cowdenk@wgsd.org 


 


 


Amy Cribbs 


Career Education Coordinator 


AIU3 


Amy.cribbs@aiu3.net 


 


 


Linda Cumer 


School Counselor  


St. Stephens Academy 


lcumer@gladerun.org 


 


 


Vicky Cunningham 


School Counselor 


Peters Township High School 


cunninghamv@pt-sd.org 


 


 


Kristin Curci 


School Counselor 


Homer-Center Jr.-Sr. High School 


kcurci@homercenter.org 


 


 


Jen Damico 


Campus Coordinator/CACG 


Woodland Hills High School 


damije@whsd.net 


 


 


Brandi Darr 


Director of Financial Aid 


University of Pittsburgh – Greensburg 


bsd@pitt.edu 


 


 


Dave DeBor 


Assistant Director of Admissions 


Washington and Jefferson College 


ddebor@washjeff.edu  


 


 


 


 


 







Sheri DeComo 


Voc Rehab Counselor 


OVR 


sdecomo@pa.gov 


 


 


Tara DeComo 


School Counselor 


Fox Chapel High School 


Tara_decomo@fcasd.edu 


 


 


Cheryl DePaolis 


Director of Financial Aid 


Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 


cdepaolis@pts.edu 


 


 


Rachel Dingman  (PACAC) 


Rachel.dingman@gmail.com 


 


 


Alyssa Dobson 


Director of Financial Aid 


Slippery Rock University 


Alyssa.dobson@sru.edu 


 


 


Dave Dominick 


Program Specialist – PA 529 


PA Treasury Department 


ddominick@patreasury.gov 


 


 


Tami Doverspike 


Outreach Coordinator 


Clarion University Talent Search 


tdoverspike@clarion.edu 


 


 


Sophia Duck 


GoodGuides Program Manager 


YouthWorks, a program of Goodwill 


Sophia.duck@goodwillswpa.org 


 


 


Wendy Dunlap 


Higher Education Access Partner 


PHEAA 


wdunlap@pheaa.org 


 


Amber Dworek 


Assistant Director of Admissions 


Colorado Mesa University 


adworek@coloradomesa.edu  


 


 


Dani Elliott 


Manager of STEM Initiatives 


Junior Achievement 


delliott@jawesternpa.org 


 


 


Darnell Epps 


Assistant Director of Admissions & Coordinator 


of Multicultural Recruitment 


Allegheny College 


depps@allegheny.edu 


 


 


Rich Esposito 


Director of Financial Aid 


Duquesne University  


esposito@duq.edu 


 


 


Crystal Evans 


Pittsburgh Public Schools IU 


Cevans1@pghboe.net 


 


 


Lashawn Faulk 


Executive Director 


Manchester Citizens Corp 


lfaulk@manchestercitizens.org 


 


 


Haley Feller 


Admissions Counselor 


University of Pittsburgh 


hef13@pitt.edu 


 


 


Denise Fischer 


Director of Financial Aid 


Pittsburgh Technical Institute 


Fisher.denise@pti.edu 


 


 


 


 


 







Vicky Fleisner 


Admissions Counselor 


Robert Morris University 


fleisner@rmu.edu 


 


 


Julie Fontana 


Higher Education Access Partner 


PHEAA 


jsalem@pheaa.org 


 


 


Kelly Fortner 


Guidance Counselor 


Western Beaver High School 


kelly.fortner@westernbeaver.org 


 


 


Joseph Fraas 


School Counselor 


Gateway High School 


jfraas@gatewayk12.org 


 


 


Kelly Frank 


Director of Collegiate Affairs 


Quaker Valley High School 


frankk@qvsd.org 


 


 


Robert Freund 


Program Director 


National College Advising Corps 


Robert.freund@fandm.edu 


 


 


Sarah Friedman 


NACAC 


sarahjsfriedman@gmail.com 


 


 


Sue Ellen Ganz 


Education Consultant 


sebganz@comcast.net 


 


 


Rhona Gavin 


Voc. Rehab Officer 


OVR 


rhgavin@pa.gov  


 


Eva Gelman 


Educational Consultant 


College Quest 


evagelman@gmail.com 


 


 


Karen Gerardi 


Transfer Coordinator 


Washington & Jefferson College 


kgerardi@washjeff.edu 


 


 


Laura Giachetti 


TRIO Upward Bound Programs 


California Univ of PA 


giachetti@calu.edu 


 


 


Michael Gieseke 


Senior Assistant Dean - Campus Life 


Point Park University 


mgieseke@pointpark.edu 


 


 


Terry Gilbert 


Associate Director of Admission 


Carnegie Mellon University 


terryg@andrew.cmu.edu 


 


 


Dana Gold 


Director of Programs 


Mentoring Partnership 


dgold@mentoringpittsburgh.org 


 


 


Leslie Gossett 


School Counselor 


Beaver Falls High School 


gossettl@tigerweb.org 


 


 


Christal Graham-Jones 


Academic Counselor 


Penn State Talent Search  


clj138@psu.edu 


 


 


 


 


 







Aaron Gray 


Assistant Director 


Keys Service Corps 


aaron.gray@alleghenycounty.us 


 


 


Kati Gray 


Guidance Secretary 


Seneca Valley School District 


graykl@svsd.net 


 


 


Liz Greenough 


Independent Consultant 


elgreenough@gmail.com 


 


 


Danielle Grimaldo 


Guidance Counselor 


Shaler Area High School 


grimaldod@sasd.k12.pa.us 


 


 


Erin Grimm 


Idea Training and Consultation 


Coordinator/Transition 


AIU3 


Erin.grimm@aiu3.net 


 


 


Roberta Gross 


HS Guidance Counselor 


Riverview High School 


rgross@rsd.k12.pa.us 


 


 


Rick Grychowski 


Director of Guidance 


Cathedral Preparatory School 


Rick.Grychowski@prep-villa.com 


 


 


Brandon Haburjak 


Admissions Counselor 


Point Park University 


bhaburjak@pointpark.edu 


 


 


 


 


 


Brittany Hagan 


College-Bound Coordinator 


Summerbridge Pittsburgh 


bhagan@sewickley.org 


 


 


Mike Hambrick 


School Counselor 


North Allegheny HS 


mhambrick@northallegheny.org  


 


 


Sami Hanna 


School Counselor 


Blackhawk HS 


hannas@bsd.k12.pa.us  


 


 


Marian Hargrave 


Northwest PA Higher Ed Access Partner 


PHEAA 


mhargrav@pheaa.org 


 


 


Ian Harkness  (PACAC) 


Director of College Counseling 


Malvern Prep 


iharkness@malvernprep.org 


 


 


Jayeann Harr 


Higher Education Access Partner 


PHEAA 


jharr@pheaa.org 


 


 


Janet Harris 


Admission Counselor 


Duquesne University 


Harrisj147@duq.edu 


 


 


Tara Harvan 


Transition Coordinator 


St. Stephen’s Academy 


tharvan@gladerun.org 


 


 


 


 


 







Stephanie Hendershot 


Director, Financial Aid 


Robert Morris University 


hendershot@rmu.edu 


 


 


Chalis Henderson 


University of Pittsburgh 


chalissledge@gmail.com 


 


 


Diane Hightower 


Center Coordinator 


Fayette County Education Center 


hightowerd@wccc.edu 


 


 


Jennifer Holbert 


Employment Specialist 


CCAC South 


jholbert@ccac.edu 


 


 


Elaine Holden 


Director of Admissions 


Catawba College 


epholden@catawba.edu 


 


 


Terrance Hudson 


Graduate Assistant 


Indiana University of Pennsylvania (IUP) 


lvjs@iup.edu 


 


 


Shintrika Hudson 


Employment Specialist 


TRIO Upward Bound, Clarion Univ.  


shudson@clarion.edu 


 


 


Erica Hughes 


School Counselor 


Trinity High School 


hughese@trinitypride.org 


 


 


Amirah Hunt 


Program Manager 


Pittsburgh Promise 


amirah@pittsburghpromise.org 


Matthew Hutcheson 


Superintendent 


Jeannette City School District 


mhutcheson@wiu.k12.pa.us 


 


 


Jennifer Iriti 


Co-Director, Evaluation for Learning Group 


University of Pittsburgh 


iriti@pitt.edu 


 


 


Erica Jackson 


ekjackson96@gmail.com 


 


 


Michelle Jackson 


Assistant Director of Financial Aid 


University of Pittsburgh 


jacksonm@pitt.edu 


 


 


Tamasia Johnson 


Founding Director 


The Pearl Club 


tamasiajohnson@pearlclub.org 


 


 


Lorrie Johnson-Osho 


Director of Multicultural Recruiting and 


Retention 


Grove City College 


lajohnson-osho@gcc.edu 


 


 


Shawn Jones 


Minority Recruiter 


IUP 


sjones@iup.edu 


 


 


Rita Kaplin 


School Counselor 


Freedom Area High School 


rkaplin@freedom.k12.pa.us  


 


 


Angel Kendall 


Guidance Counselor 


Propel Andrew Street High School 


angelkendall@propelschools.org 







Dan Kennedy 


Assoc. Director of Admissions 


Carnegie Mellon University 


dkennedy@andrew.cmu.edu 


 


 


Nicole Kennedy 


Financial Aid Supervisor 


UPMC Schools of Nursing 


kennedynj@upmc.edu 


 


 


Ted Ketchum 


Allegheny Campus Recruiter 


CCAC 


tketchum@ccac.edu 


 


 


Stacey Kim 


Secondary School Counselor 


Woodland Hills High School 


rebist@whsd.net 


 


 


Christina Kolbert 


Guidance Counselor 


Montour High School 


kolbertc@montourschools.com 


 


 


Sue Kriznik 


Career and Transition Coordinator 


West Allegheny High School 


skriznik@westasd.org 


 


 


John Kula 


Bloomsburg University 


jwkula2@gmail.com 


 


 


Debra Kuntz 


Counselor 


Central Valley High School 


dkuntz@centralvalleysd.org 


 


 


Rebecca Kurtz 


Executive Director 


Summerbridge Pittsburgh 


rkurtz@sewickley.org 


Amanda Laichak 


Director of Education 


Junior Achievement 


alaichak@jawesternpa.org 


 


 


Fred Lang 


Director, Enrollment Records 


Grove City College 


fjlang@gcc.edu 


 


 


Gina LaRose 


Guidance Counselor 


South Allegheny HS 


glarose@southallegheny.org 


 


 


Cornell LeSane II 


Dean of Admissions 


Allegheny College 


clesane@allegheny.edu 


 


 


Walter Lewis 


Homewood Children’s Village 


wlewis@hcvpgh.org 


 


 


Tammie Limmer 


School Counselor  


Seneca Valley High School 


limmertl@svsd.net  


 


 


Will Lindsey 


Access Partner Manager 


PHEAA 


wlindsey@pheaa.org 


 


 


Corrin Linkes 


Guidance Counselor 


Kittaning Senior High School 


clinkes@asd.k12.pa.us 


 


 


Pam Little-Poole 


Youth Organizer 


A+ Schools 


plittlepoole@aplusschools.org 







Sarah Loomis 


Senior Financial Planner 


Pittsburgh Technical Institute 


Loomis.sarah@pti.edu 


 


 


Julianne Louttit 


Director of Financial Aid 


Butler Co. Comm. College 


juli.louttit@bc3.edu  


 


 


Alayne Lowenberger 


Career Development Center 


alowenberger@jfcspgh.org 


 


 


Bill Lucas 


Vice President of Development 


Junior Achievement 


blucas@jawesternpa.org 


 


 


Ingrid Lundquist 


Higher Ed Specialist 


Penn State Talent Search New Castle HS 


ial1@psu.edu 


 


 


Steve Macisaac 


Executive Director 


Neighborhood Learning Alliance 


macisaac2@wireless-neighborhoods.org 


 


 


Angela Manno 


Counselor  


Beaver Falls School District 


mannoa@tigerweb.k12.pa.us  


 


 


Ben Martin 


Educational Outreach Manager 


Rosedale Technical Institute 


ben.martin@rosedaletech.org 


 


 


Brenna Mateljan 


Sr. Admissions Counselor 


Cedar Crest College 


brenna.mateljan@cedarcrest.edu 


Joe Matta 


Master Mentor, GoodGuides Program 


Youthworks, A Program of Goodwill 


Joseph.matta@goodwillswpa.org 


 


 


Rachel Mauer 


Special Events Education Program Manager 


Junior Achievement 


RMauer@jawesternpa.org 


 


 


Michael May 


Director of Undergraduate Admissions 


Slippery Rock University 


michael.may@sru.edu 


 


 


Phil McCaffrey 


3RPrep 


phil@3RPrep.com 


 


 


Patricia McCarthy 


Assoc. VP for Enrollment Management 


IUP 


mccarthy@iup.edu  


 


 


Kim McCarty 


Regional Recruiter 


West Virginia University 


kim.mccarty@mail.wvu.edu 


 


 


Justin McCaskill 


STEM Instructor/Program Assistant 


Urban League of Greater Pittsburgh 


mmccaskill@ulpgh.org 


 


 


Rhena McCaskill 


Director of Admissions 


CCAC North Campus 


rmccaskill@ccac.edu 


 


 


Randy McCready 


Director of Financial Aid 


University of Pittsburgh 


mccready@pitt.edu 







Kim McCurdy 


Higher Education Access Partner 


PHEAA 


kmccurdy@pheaa.org 


 


 


Kelly McEntire 


Guidance Counselor 


Mercer Area Senior High School 


kmcentire@mercer.k12.pa.us 


 


 


Erin McGarry 


Asst. Director of Admissions 


Washington & Jefferson College 


emcgarry@washjeff.edu 


 


 


Stephanie McHugh 


Director of Counseling Services 


Belle Vernon Area High School 


stephanie.mchugh@bellevernonarea.net 


 


 


Rhonda McMillen-Toth 


Director 


TRIO Upward Bound- Clarion University 


rmcmillen@clarion.edu 


 


 


Teanna Medina 


AAAT Manager 


Urban League of Greater Pittsburgh 


tmedina@ulpgh.org 


 


 


Esther Mellinger Stief 


Director, Research and Program Development 


Crossroads Foundation 


emstief@crfdn.org 


 


 


Mary Beth Miller 


School Counselor 


Shaler Area HS 


millermb@sasd.k12.pa.us 


 


 


 


 


 


Amy Miranda 


Senior Educational Manager, HES 


College Board 


amiranda@collegeboard.org 


 


 


Heather Molnar 


Admissions Counselor 


University of South Alabama 


hmolnar@southalabama.edu 


 


 


Rachael Moore 


Student & Academic Services 


Duquesne University School of Education 


kieslingr@duq.edu 


 


 


Loren Morgan 


Director of College Counseling 


Central Catholic HS 


lmorgan@centralcatholichs.com 


 


 


Bob Morris 


Dean of Admissions 


Butler County Community College 


robert.morris@bc3.edu 


 


 


Krista Myers 


Education Program Manager 


Junior Achievement 


kmyers@jawesternpa.org 


 


 


Gene Natali 


The Missing Semester 


Gene.natali@themissingsemester.com 


 


 


Nichelle Nelson 


Program Coordinator 


FAME Fund 


nnelson@famefund.org 


 


 


Joanna Newton 


Sr. Financial Aid Assistant 


The Princeton Review 


joanna.newton@review.com 







Tashawn Nichols 


Internship Coordinator 


Hill House Passport Academy Charter School 
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Western PA College Success Roundtable 
Service Project 


Believe it or not, many students will travel to their postsecondary institution in the fall without a parent 
or guardian to assist them.  Sometimes a parent is present; however, they might not speak English or 
understand what is needed to actually move in to a college dorm or what supplies are needed to begin 
college.   
 
With some help from Neighborhood Learning Alliance, we are collecting items for students who will be 
transitioning from high school to college in the upcoming summer and fall semesters.   Sometimes 
school supplies or dorm room accessories can make all the difference in how a student moves on to 
higher education – and if they stay.  We can help!  Please take a look at the following list and determine 
if there is anything you can donate to assist students with their future endeavors.   
 


 Gift Cards (Walmart, Big Lots, Ollie’s Bargain Outlet, Barnes and Noble) or Cash (just put it in an 
envelope marked “Roundtable Service Project”) 


 School Supplies (pens, pencils, notebooks, calculators, backpacks) 
 Dorm supplies (bedding, towels, toiletries, cleaning supplies, fans, bed risers, stacking crates, 


small rugs, power strips, cork boards, flip flops, hangers, laundry baskets) 
 Non-perishable snacks 


 
Please bring your items with you to the College Success Forum on Tuesday, February 2, 2016, or to the 
next two Roundtable meetings being held on Tuesday, March 8, 2016, at IUP Northpoint, or Tuesday, 
May 17, 2016, at Pittsburgh Technical Institute.  You can also drop items off at the Neighborhood 
Learning Alliance office at 5429 Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA  15206, or contact us to arrange to have 
the items picked up.   
 
Debra Smallwood, from the NLA, will be assisting students in the summer and fall.  This includes driving 
them to campus, walking them to the offices on campus to get their financial aid set up, and getting keys 
to dorm rooms.  We will ask Debra to report back on the students we help to see if this is something we 
should consider doing each year.   
 
Please contact Debra Smallwood at smallwood@wireless-neighborhoods.org or Stephanie Hendershot 
at hendershot@rmu.edu if you have any questions.   



mailto:smallwood@wireless-neighborhoods.org

mailto:hendershot@rmu.edu
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Viewing Guide
 







In a joint partnership, the College Board and Roadtrip Nation brought together four first-generation 


college students from different parts of the country. Jenny, Jasmine, Felipe, and Johnathan explore 


what it means to be a first-generation college student in the one-hour documentary, Why Not Us? 


The road-trippers travel throughout the United States chatting with diverse leaders, many of whom 


were also the first in their families to receive a college degree. These insightful conversations, shared 


experiences, and life lessons learned make up the First-Gen Roadtrip. 


Whether or not you’re new to Roadtrip Nation, or have ever explored the many resources available 


on the College Board’s website, this guide is a great way to connect your first-generation students to 


important college and career themes and resources. 


The activities and resources that follow are designed to be completed by students along with their 


mentors, teachers, or family members in order to spark meaningful conversations about students’ 


future aspirations and how to achieve them. 
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How to use the Why Not Us? Viewing Guide
 
The Why Not Us? Viewing Guide is designed to be used during and after viewing the Why Not Us? 


documentary. Here are a few ideas on how to use the guide with your youth. 


WATCH. 
•	 This Viewing Guide should be filled in after watching the documentary as a whole; however, 


the documentary may be split into two viewings if needed. 


•	 Total running time: 57 minutes 


TALK. 
•	 Provide a Viewing Guide to each student before screening the documentary. After students 


have watched, or as they watch, have them complete the TALK section for several or all 


discussion topics. You may want to choose discussion topics that are relevant to your 


students, allow students to choose one or more topics, or assign all topics. 


•	 Students should write down their thoughts first, then share through conversation. 


Conversations can take place immediately after viewing or during several small sessions. 


•	 Students can discuss their thoughts in small groups, with adult mentors, or with family 


members. Encourage students to discuss any insights, ideas, or questions that they have 


during the viewing of the documentary or during your conversation. 


CONNECT. 
•	 Direct students to do some research using the College Board’s resource links provided in 


each discussion. These links will introduce them to many useful academic, college, career, 


and financial planning resources. 


•	 Encourage students to visit roadtripnation.com for more leader interviews and interactive 


tools. 


•	 Students will need access to computers and the Internet to view College Board and Roadtrip 


Nation resources. 


•	 Students can CONNECT during class time or at home. 


•	 Invite students to share new information they discover as they connect to new resources. 


AFTERTHOUGHTS. 
•	 After discussions and their research using the College Board’s website links, have students 


write down or share their AFTERTHOUGHTS. 


•	 AFTERTHOUGHTS should be completed at the end of each discussion section. 
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Meet the Road-Trippers
 


Johnathan, 20 
Sophomore 
University of Central Florida 


Johnathan was being pressured to study premed 


but has decided to pursue marketing instead. 


He struggles with going against the advice of his 


family and friends. 


Jasmine, 20 
Junior 
University of South Carolina 


Jasmine has always put others before herself. 


As she branches outside her comfort zone, she’s 


also learning to make herself a priority. She is 


excited to pursue her degree in education and 


one day become a middle school teacher. 


Felipe, 24 
Recent Graduate 
University of California, Irvine 


Felipe is looking for ways to mentor young people 


and make a difference in his own community. He 


feels he has a great responsibility to make the 


most of his education and hopes to inspire other 


young people to go to college. 


Jenny, 19 
Freshman 
Mississippi State University 


Jenny has weathered family struggles to get to 


college. Now that she’s pursuing her education, 


she’s torn between her love of art and her desire 


to find a job after she graduates. 
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Discussion Topics Why Not Us? Viewing Guide 


Discussion 1:  Why Not Us? 


WATCH.
 


“Being the first in your family, not just going to college but completing 
college, I absolutely believe you’re changing not just your lives but the lives 
of your children and your grandchildren and your great-grandchildren. You’re 
changing generations of lives in a profound way that may be hard for you to 
comprehend now.” 


— Arne Duncan 
United States Secretary of Education 
U.S. Department of Education 


 © 2015 Roadtrip Nation 4







 


 Discussion 1:  Why Not Us? Why Not Us? Viewing Guide 


TALK. 


As the road-trippers begin their journey, they come to the realization that they are experiencing a 


great opportunity, and they are beginning to find their own voice. It brings up the question, “Why 


us?” 


1. What inspires you to be the first in your family to go to college? 


2. What dream, talent, personal story, or interest moves you forward?
#


3. As a first-generation college student, what kind of impact can you have on your family now 


and in the future? 


“All of us come to a crossroad ... something will 


change your perspective.” 


— Travis Simons 
Pastor 


 © 2015 Roadtrip Nation 5







 


 


 
 


 


Discussion 1:  Why Not Us? Why Not Us? Viewing Guide 


CONNECT. 


Use the links below to begin exploring different perspectives and possibilities. 


College Board Resource Links 


You Can Go 
Find out why young people thought 


Big Future  
Start exploring your future. 


bigfuture.collegeboard.org 


they couldn’t go to college, and how 
they moved past their doubts. 


youcango.collegeboard.org 


Know Yourself 
Get to know yourself and your dreams 
for your future. 


bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-started/ 
know-yourself 


Why Go? 
Check out the many reasons you 
should go to college. 


youcango.collegeboard.org/why-go 


Roadtrip Nation
Explore the Interview Archive to
discover leaders who built lives doing
what they love. 


roadtripnation.com 


AFTERTHOUGHTS: First-Generation Perspective 


How would you complete this phrase? 


My personal “perspective” of who I am as a first-generation college student is
#
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Discussion Topics Why Not Us? Viewing Guide 


Discussion 2:  Finding My Own Voice 


WATCH.
 


“What one should get from college is learning how to think and learning how to 
think independently.” 


— Randall Stephenson 
Chairman & CEO
 
AT&T
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Discussion 2: Finding My Own Voice Why Not Us? Viewing Guide 


TALK. 


Stepping out on your own is never easy, but there are small steps you can take to start becoming 


independent. By beginning the conversation with people you trust, getting informed, and exploring 


your options, you can begin the journey toward your own future and independence. 


1. What obstacles do you face in preparing to go to college? 


2. How can you find your independence?
#


3. How can an extracurricular opportunity help you find your own voice?
#


“The greatest strength you have is your convictions 


and your core purpose about what you want to 


do and how you want to live and define your life. 


And you shouldn’t allow anyone to tell you your 


dreams can’t come true.” 


— Howard Schultz 
Chairman & CEO
 
Starbucks
 


 © 2015 Roadtrip Nation 8







 


Discussion 2: Finding My Own Voice Why Not Us? Viewing Guide 


CONNECT. 


Use the links below to help you begin gathering information about the different 


opportunities that are available outside of school. 


 


College Board Resource Links 


See Your Opportunities Grow College: What It’s All About and Why It 


Click through to find the many options Matters 


college opens up for your future. College matters to your future. Check out 


youcango.collegeboard.org/see-your-
opportunities-grow 


Outside the Classroom 


why. 


bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-started/ 
know-yourself/college-what-its-all-about-
and-why-it-matters 


How to explore your interests outside the 
classroom. 


Roadtrip Nation 
Explore the Interview Archive to 


bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-started/ discover leaders who built lives doing 
outside-classroom what they love. 


roadtripnation.com 


AFTERTHOUGHTS: Challenges, Opportunity, and Independence 


How can being true to yourself help you find your own voice and help you declare your 


independence? 
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Discussion Topics Why Not Us? Viewing Guide 


Discussion 3:  Moving Forward 


WATCH.
 


“I think success has a lot to do with finding something you love and putting 
everything you have into it. If you do that, you’re going to end up being really 
good at it because you put so much time and energy into it and you’re gonna 
get joy from doing it.” 


— John Legend 
Singer, Songwriter, and Actor 
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Discussion 3:  Moving Forward Why Not Us? Viewing Guide 


TALK. 


As the road-trippers interview the different first-generation leaders, they discover that each leader 


had dreams and aspirations beyond who they were. As you begin to plan for your future, you will 


begin to explore what makes you happy. When you start to think about what you want to do with the 


rest of your life, you begin to determine your own aspirations. 


1. What do you love to do in your free time? 


2. What career aspirations do you have for the future?
#


3. How can your aspirations help you decide what college you should attend?
#


“I’m gonna be different, I’m gonna change. It’s not 


going to happen all at once, but just keep working 


and keep growing and keep trying and don’t give up.” 


— Jasmine 
First-Gen Road-Tripper 
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Discussion 3:  Moving Forward Why Not Us? Viewing Guide 


CONNECT. 


Use the links below to help you begin gathering information about the different 


opportunities that are available outside of school. 


College Board Resource Links 


Your Future Explore Careers 
Answer 10 questions to discover your future. 


bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-started/ 
know-yourself/answer-10-questions-and-
discover-your-future 


Find possible college majors and 
potential careers. 


bigfuture.collegeboard.org/explore-careers 


Exploring Careers Step-by-Step 
Discover how to narrow the career search. 


bigfuture.collegeboard.org/explore-
careers/careers/exploring-careers-step-
by-step 


College Majors 
All the information you need on 
college majors. 


bigfuture.collegeboard.org/explore-
careers/college-majors 


The College Major: What It Is and How to 
Choose One 
How to go about making your choice. 
bigfuture.collegeboard.org/explore-careers/ 
college-majors/the-college-major-what-it-is-
and-how-to-choose-one 


Roadtrip Nation 
Explore the Interview Archive to 
discover leaders who built lives doing 
what they love. 


roadtripnation.com 


AFTERTHOUGHTS: Aspirations, Careers, and College Majors 


How can having aspirations and dreams of a career help you determine what would be the 


best college major for you to pursue? 
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Discussion Topics Why Not Us? Viewing Guide 


Discussion 4:  Supporting a Dream 


WATCH.
 


“I am the rock for everybody, so when people have a problem, they come to 
me. When you have a situation, you come to me. When you don’t want to talk 
to somebody else, you come to me, and when you have a bill due, you come to 
me. But when I have a problem, who do I go to?” 


— Jasmine 
First-Gen Road-Tripper 
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Discussion 4: Supporting a Dream Why Not Us? Viewing Guide 


TALK. 


Many successful people have had mentors. Having someone who believes in you, who supports your 


goals and to whom you can turn when you need help, is essential. 


1. How can you move out of your comfort zone and accept help from people outside of your 


circle of family and friends? 


2. What makes a good mentor and how do you find one?
#


“You just push yourself and you listen 


to people who tell you, ‘You are great. 


You will be someone someday. You’re 


gonna make a great leader. You will 


make a difference in someone’s life.’ 


Listen to those people.” 


— Nikki Cooley 
Co-Executive Director 
Fifth World Discoveries 
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Discussion 4: Supporting a Dream Why Not Us? Viewing Guide 


CONNECT. 


Use the links below to find out how to build a support system — and get the information that 


can get you started on your future plans. 


College Board Resource Links 


Building a Support Network The Scoop: What’s a Mentor and How Do I 
Get tips on role models and mentors. Get One? 


bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-started/ How to find and secure a mentor. 


building-support-network bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-started/ 
building-a-support-network/the-scoop-
whats-a-mentor-and-how-do-i-get-one 


Working with Your High School Counselor 
for College Success 
Your counselor is your friend! Roadtrip Nation 


bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-started/ Explore the Interview Archive to discover 


building-a-support-network/working-with- leaders who built lives doing what they 


your-high-school-counselor-for-college- love. 


success roadtripnation.com 


AFTERTHOUGHTS: Creating a Support System 


Make a list of people who you think will be willing to mentor you and can become a part of 


your support system. 
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Discussion Topics Why Not Us? Viewing Guide 


Discussion 5:  Next Step — A College for Me 


WATCH.
 


“Your only job in life is to stay on track because you’re destined to do 
great things. So regardless of what people are throwing at you and what 
barriers they put in your track, don’t worry about it because nobody can 
change your track, only you can.” 


— Anna Maria Chávez 
Chief Executive Officer 
Girl Scouts of the USA 
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 Discussion 5: Next Step — A College for Me Why Not Us? Viewing Guide 


TALK. 


Applying to college, meeting deadlines, and having your high school academic plan in order may 


seem like impossible tasks. However, there are many support systems and online resources that can 


help you get it all done on time. With these tools, you can find a college that fits who you are, your 


future dreams, and your unique aspirations. 


1. Who in your school can help you review your academic plan to ensure that you’re on track 


and on target for graduation? 


2. What are the graduation requirements at your school? 



3. Do you have someone who can help you with your college applications?
#


“There was no excuse that was worthy of 


listening to because I never accepted the 


notion that I was unable to do anything.” 


— William Allen Young 
Actor 
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Discussion 5: Next Step — A College for Me Why Not Us? Viewing Guide 


CONNECT. 


Go to the College Board’s website, complete the online questions, and get a free “Road to College” 


review sheet: bigfuture.collegeboard.org/make-a-plan 


Use the links below to get more information on how to get organized with your high school academic 


plan and apply to college. 


College Board Resource Links 


Your High School Record How to Finalize Your College List 
How to stay on track and make the most How to narrow your choices to what 
of high school. fits you best. 


bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/your-
high-school-record 


5 Things You Need to Know About College 
Admission 


bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/ 
applying-101/how-to-finalize-your-
college-list-admissions-college-
application 


The key facts about getting into college. 


bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/applying-
101/5-things-you-need-to-know-about-
college-admission 


Roadtrip Nation 
Explore the Interview Archive to 
discover leaders who built lives doing 
what they love. 


Applying 101 
roadtripnation.com 


All your questions about applying to college 
answered here. 


bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/applying 


AFTERTHOUGHTS: My Plan and College Applications 


How are you preparing to meet your graduation requirements? 


 © 2015 Roadtrip Nation 18



http://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/make-a-plan

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/your-high-school-record

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/your-high-school-record

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/applying

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/applying-101/how-to-finalize-your-college-list-admissions-college-application

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/applying-101/how-to-finalize-your-college-list-admissions-college-application

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/applying-101/how-to-finalize-your-college-list-admissions-college-application

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/applying-101/how-to-finalize-your-college-list-admissions-college-application

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/applying-101/5-things-you-need-to-know-about-college-admission

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/applying-101/5-things-you-need-to-know-about-college-admission

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/applying-101/5-things-you-need-to-know-about-college-admission

http://roadtripnation.com





 


 


 


 
 
 


 


Discussion Topics Why Not Us? Viewing Guide 


Discussion 6:  Where’s the $$$? 


WATCH.
 


“Regardless of what struggle you’re going through, I can validate that because 
I’m not the only one — you’re not the only one, I’m not the only one. We’re all 
connected in this. And actually, I like it, I like the struggle, because I think I’m 
worthy of that struggle.” 


— Vienna Mbagaya 
Founder 
The Invisible Neighbors 
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 Discussion 6: Where’s the $$$? Why Not Us? Viewing Guide 


TALK. 


Many people feel that they can’t go to college because it is too expensive. They think they can’t afford 


it. But many others feel that college is an investment in their future that will pay for itself. 


Finding the money for college takes financial planning and looking into grants, scholarships, and 


loans. For many students, it can be a balancing act between school, part-time work, and family 


obligations. 


1. How can a college education be compared to a “good investment”? 


2. What can you do if your family cannot afford to help you pay for college?
#


3. How will all of this be a “balancing act” between work, school, and family?
#


“I need to stop putting so much pressure on myself 


and trying to make what I think is everyone’s 


expectations my priority. I need to start thinking 


about myself.” 


— Johnathan 
First-Gen Road-Tripper 
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Discussion 6: Where’s the $$$? Why Not Us? Viewing Guide 


CONNECT. 


Use the links below to find out about college financial planning, scholarships, and the many 


other options available for financing your college education. 


College Board Resource Links 


7 Things You Need to Know About 
Financial Aid 
An introduction to financial aid and how it 
can help you. 


bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-
college/financial-aid-101/7-things-you-
need-to-know-about-financial-aid 


Financial Aid Can Help You Afford College 
How financial aid can make your college 
dream come true. 


bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/ 
financial-aid-101/financial-aid-can-help-
you-afford-college 


The Basics on Grants and Scholarships 
Learn about the differences between 
grants and scholarships. 


bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-
college/grants-and-scholarships/the-
basics-on-grants-and-scholarships 


Financial Aid Checklist 
Check off each financial aid requirement 
as you go through the process. 


bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-
college/financial-aid-101/financial-aid-
checklist 


3 Steps to Getting Financial Aid 
Important dates, forms, and advice on 
getting financial aid. 


bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-
college/financial-aid/3-steps-to-getting-
financial-aid 


College Savings Calculator 
Do the math on paying for college. 


bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-
college/paying-your-share/college-
savings-calculator 


Roadtrip Nation 
Understanding College Costs 
Learn how your choices affect the 
cost of college. 


Explore the Interview Archive to 
discover leaders who built lives doing 
what they love. 


bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-
college/college-costs/understanding-
college-costs 


roadtripnation.com 


Grants and Scholarships 
An overview of grants and scholarships. 


bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-
college/grants-scholarships 
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Discussion 6: Where’s the $$$? Why Not Us? Viewing Guide 


AFTERTHOUGHTS: Financial Planning, Grants, and Scholarships 


1. What is the difference between a grant, a scholarship, and a loan? 


2. Do you have a talent or skill that can get you a college scholarship?
#
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