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GENL 120 – Financial Literacy 101 
1 Credit, 15 Lecture Hours 

Instructor: Julianne Louttit  

 

Contact information: 724.287.8711 x8345 or juli.louttit@bc3.edu.  If contacting by email, you 

should do so from your BC3 email account. 
 

Office location: Financial Aid Office, Student Success Center.  Office Hours: by appointment – 

contact me or my assistant Kim Matthews at 724.287.8711 x 8035. 
 

Description 
This course is designed to help students make wise financial decisions and understand financial choices.  
The course will provide students with ways to develop a planned budget to manage money based on 
household incomes.  The course will stress the importance of saving, and explore investment 
opportunities. 
 

Required Text/Materials:  
 The Missing Semester 

 

Course Objectives:   
The Student Will… 

 Know how to create a budget 

 The importance of savings and how it impacts future financial well being 

 Compare career choices with financial decisions 
 

Due Dates 
November 8 

 Introductions and expectations 

 Review course curriculum 
November 10 

 Read Chapters 1-4 of The Missing Semester 

 Write 1-2 paragraphs of expectations/goal from class 

 Discussion 
November 15 

 Read Chapters 5–6 

 Budgets 
November 17 

 Read Chapters 9-9 1/2 

 Gene Natali, Jr. – “The Missing Semester” 
November 22 

 Read Chapters 7-8 

 Discuss College Decisions assignment/explore websites 

 Review Midterm  
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November 29 

 Mid-Term 

 College choices/cost versus Career Salaries project due 
December 1 

 Read Chapters 10-12 

 The importance of savings 

 Discussion on Budget project 
December 6 

 Making the best use of banking accounts 

 Budget project due 
December 8 

 Read Chapter 13 

 Paragraph due on “What did you take away” 

 Review for final 
December 13 

 Final 
 

Disabled Student Services:  Students with disabilities which may affect their academic progress 

and/or require accommodations are strongly encouraged to voluntarily register their potential needs 
directly with the Disabilities Coordinator located in the Academic Center for Enrichment (ACE) in the 
Student Success Center / Call 724.287.8711 Ext 8606. 
 

Requirements: 
Attendance – Attendance is an integral part of this class.  Students are expected to attend each class 
unless they are seriously ill or have an emergency.  If this should occur, it is the student’s responsibility 
to contact the instructor.  Your attendance is directly tied to your participation grade.  If you’re not in 
class, you can’t participate. 
 
Punctuality – Students are expected to be on time for class.  Coming to class late by 15 minutes or more 
will be considered a missed class.  Leaving 15 minutes early or more will also be considered a missed 
class. 
 
Participation – In addition to lectures, discussions and group exercises will be used to review course 
material.  Therefore, active class participation is crucial.  Participation will be graded as follows: 

 Excellent Proactive participation: 
Leading, originating, informing, challenging contributions that reflect thought and analysis of the 
topic at hand.  This does not mean dominating discussion or using a lot of words to say a little. 

 Good Reactive participation: 
Supportive follow-up contributions that are relevant and of value but rely on the leadership of 
others. 

 Minimally Acceptable Passive participation: 
Present, awake, alert, and attentive but not actively involved. 

 Unsatisfactory Uninvolved: 
Absent, present but not attentive, sleeping or irrelevant contributions that inhibit the progress 
of the class. Displays discourteous or disruptive behavior. 

 
Exams – Two exams will be given throughout the semester.  Students are expected to be present on 
exam days.  Students are responsible for contacting the instructor before a missed exam.  The instructor 
reserves the right to offer make-up exams in an alternate format or to refuse a make-up exam.  Make-
up exams must be taken within a week of the original exam date or zero points will be given for the 
exam. 
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Readings – All readings are to be completed before the course session.  Part of student participation is 
contributing to class discussion demonstrating that the material was read in advance of class. 
 
Academic Integrity – Cheating and plagiarism are very serious offenses.  Any student that has been 
found cheating on an exam or copying from another source without proper acknowledgement will 
receive an F in this class. 
 
Electronic Devices – All cell phones and electronic devices should be turned OFF during class. This 
means NO TXTNG in class! Not adhering to this classroom policy will negatively impact your 
participation grade. 
 
Class Assignments – There will be two exams, one individual project, an outside speaker, and weekly 
article readings required of each student in order to receive a final grade.  Late assignments will result in 
a deduction of points for each class period they are late. 
 
Homework & Reflection Papers – All assignments should be typewritten, 12 point, Times New Roman 
Font with 1 inch margins; this means approximately 250 words per page.  Handwritten assignments will 
be accepted but points may be deducted, especially if not clearly legible.  Students without home 
computers and printers should make use of on campus computing labs. 
 
Grading – Grades will be determined by the total number of points earned in this course.  The class will 

be informed of extra credit opportunities throughout the semester.  Grading is as follows:  

Grading Scale:   

90% - 100%  A 

80% - 89.99%  B 

70% - 79.99%  C 

60% - 69.99%  D 

Below 60%  F 


