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Why is Higher Education Important?



Why is Higher Education Important?
•Young millennial college graduates are outperforming their peers with less education

•The largest and most striking disparities between college graduates and those with less education surface in 

the Millennial generation:

-For example, in 1979 when the first wave of Baby Boomers were the same age that Millennials are today, the    

typical high school graduate earned about three-quarters (77%) of what a college graduate made

-Today, Millennials with only a high school diploma earn 62% of what the typical college graduate earns



Why is Higher Education Important?

•While earnings rose for those with a college degree, earnings  fell for high school graduates

-Among Millennials ages 25 to 32, fully 22% with only a high school diploma are living in poverty, 

compared with 6% of today’s college-educated young adults

-In contrast, only 7% of Baby Boomers who had only a high school diploma were in poverty in 1979 

when they were in their late 20s and early 30s



WHAT DOES IT MEAN 

TO BE 

FIRST GENERATION?



Definition/Characteristics of FGS

First in Family” or “First-Generation” college students are students 

whose parents or caregivers have not earned a four-year degree 

themselves

● About 20% of the 7.3 million undergraduate students attending 

four-year public and private colleges and universities are first-

generation students

● This increases to approximately 30% for all schools 

● Approximately 50% of all first-generation college students in the 

United States are from low-income families.

● The first-generation college student is not necessarily specific to 

minorities or immigrants.



Characteristics
First in Family or First Generation College Students share some of the following characteristics:



More Characteristics



Famous FGS

Information gathered 2/2017: https://beingfirstgen.wordpress.com/2014/04/17/famous-first-generation-college-students



CHALLENGES/

SUCCESS FACTORS



A Qualitative Exploratory Study of Success Factors for First-

Generation College Students, 1980 to the Present



Research Questions

RQ1: What barriers to college success do first-generation students 

report overcoming? 

RQ2: How do first-generation students report overcoming barriers?

RQ3: Do successful first-generation students differ across four 

decades in terms of reported barriers and coping strategies?



Barriers

Literature v. findings of the study. 



Success Factors

Literature v. findings of the study. 



First-generation Students: 1980s to the Present

Self-efficacy

Resourcefulness

Changing Times

Industry to 

Entrepreneurship

Technology

Connectivity

Adaptability



Outcomes and Recommendations

● Self-Efficacy Behaviors are Key!

● Having a Mentor is Key!

● Cost is Relative - in every decade students encountered the barrier of affordability. 

● Every situation is slightly different and solutions varied by participant. 

○ This suggests individualization of guidance/resources. 

● More Studies

○ Need to do the other half of this study - students who started but didn’t finish 

the 4-year degree in 4 years (or so).

○ Conduct an analysis/program review of some of the FGS programs that have 

already been launched (I’m First, BetterMakeRoom, ReachHigher).

● Schools need to collect FGS information consistently.

● Schools should measure GRIT or Self-Efficacy of students at admission.

● Schools need to provide programming to students’ parents.



TOOLS AND 

RESOURCES



Tools and Resources

Slippery Rock University - 42% first generation

Connecting the student to campus:

● FYRST seminars

● ASD - Admitted Student Day
○ Overnight program

● Opportunity Knocks (minority and first gen)
○ Overnight program

● Emergency book funds

● Emergency loans



Tools and Resources

Slippery Rock University - 42% first generation

Connecting the parents to campus:

● Orientation
○ Opportunity for one on one meetings!

● Parent portal

● Parent weekend

● Free meals each semester in our dining hall (4)
○ For parents with students who have a meal plan
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